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Hi Everyone and welcome to a look back at a successful and enjoyable Teretonga meeting. It says 

something for where our SIF1600 championship is, when twenty-two entrants seems just small 

enough. However our worries were completely unfounded with some excellent racing. Series leader 

Bailey Paterson had prior commitments which ruled him out of the meeting, but his absence was 

made up for by the presence of national championship leader James Penrose venturing south to 

clock up some additional laps prior to the January Speedworks round, so it was always going to be 

on at the front. The tone was set with Matt Butchart rapidly hitting his straps after a year off and 

putting the beautifully presented Stealth on pole after qualifying, with James Penrose alongside, 

with Jack Noble-Adams and a rapidly improving Anna Collins on row two.  

The first race was enthralling stuff, with Jack Noble-Adams holding 

off James Penrose, only to be pipped on the line in a nicely timed 

Penrose drafting move. Poleman Butchart came home third after 

a start that a lot to be desired ahead of Cameron Freeman who, at 

the end of the day did what he had to do to end up leading the 

SIF1600 championship by 25 points ahead of Paterson on 330, and 

first season scholarship driver Zac Christensen on 325 in the Les Singh owned ’92. Behind the racing 

was close too, with North Island travelling companions Tony Graham and Kim Crocker finishing just 

over 0.6 of a second apart, and the rest of the field indulging in plenty of individual battles. One 

particularly pleasing aspect of the meeting was that the same number of cars started the last race as 

started the first. Very good going.  

Race two was held in damp conditions and Matt Butchart 

made up for the tardy start in race one by showing everyone 

how to do it in race two, winning by some four seconds from 

Cameron Freeman, with Jack Noble-Adams in third ahead of 

Dyson Freeman who drove a fine race up from twelfth place 

on the grid. Zac Christensen again finished fifth. James 

Penrose finished sixth with some rather excessive toe-in on 

the right front 

The last race was back to business as usual with Jack Noble-Adams leading from James Penrose for 

most of the race and this time surviving a last minute charge by James to win by 0.04 seconds. The 

finish was all the more exciting when the leaders bore down on Tony Fitzpatrick right on the finish 

line, the three cars crossing line abreast, with the two leaders either side of the Fitzpatrick Stealth. 

Entertaining stuff and it was noticeable that the back markers did what they could not to 



compromise the front runners. No small task when you have your own race to run so well done.  

So at the end of the day three separate winners, each in a Stealth. Same car name, but each quite 

different. The Noble-Adams car is based on a VD’91; unusual in that the ‘91s are regarded as 

excellent cars in their own right. No championships to its name, but a very competitive car, helped  

no doubt by a bare chassis winter rebuild where a fair few cracks were fixed and some additional 

stiffening added for good measure. Seems to work too, aided and abetted by a strong Henshaw 

motor in the back.  

The Penrose Stealth has always been regarded as a rocket, but no championships to its name either, 

probably because for a long time it has been driven  for part of a season by drivers such as Marcus 

Armstrong and Jaxon Evans, who have other priorities. Obviously this isn’t the case now and James is 

giving the national title a good nudge; in fact better than anyone else. The motor in the back of this 

one is a Motorsport Solutions job massaged by Tom Penrose to deliver the goods. 

The Butchart car (33) in comparison has  more championship medals than a middle eastern military 

dictator. National championships 

in the hands of James Cressey, 

Jonny Read and Sam McNeill. 

NZGP winner in ’03 and two time 

SIF1600 championship winner in 

the hands of Michael Collins. 

Beautifully presented and well 

driven, this one for variety has a 

new Peter Kennard motor in the 

back ; goes well too. 

All these three clocked lap times in the 1min 3sec range, very competitive and illustrates how good 

the basic design is. Mind you, Cameron Freeman and Zac Christensen were in the 1min 4sec bracket 

with their ‘92s. I was once told it was $50k (really??) to convert a single shock VD to a Stealth, and 

I’m not sure today that many would be committing to that sort of expense to gain a second a lap!! 

The podium presentation was again good 

fun. One of the new features this year is 

the “Driver of the Meeting” award.  For 

Teretonga it went to Jack Noble-Adams not 

because he won the round in front of Matt 

Butchart and James Penrose, (his first 

round win), but because he kept his head 

in the face of enormous pressure from Mrs 

Penrose’s lad. No small task when James 

knows how to pile it on. 

Those you with my hair colour and good 



memories will remember Barry Keen, who a long time ago drove for George Begg.  These days Barry 

is patron of the Southland Sports Car Club and presented the  winners sashes and medallions. Pretty 

cool to have people like that around. 

The other memory many of us will have of Teretonga is that we couldn’t get home! Incredibly the 

approach to both bridges across the Rangitata river were impassable due to flooding, and the third 

option of going home via the West Coast vaporised when a slip took out the road somewhere 

around Haast. As it happens the Arundel bridge reopened on Monday, and although progress was 

the equivalent of the Auckland motorway at 8am, we did get home. One consequence of the 

situation was, when the delay looked as though it could be lengthy, to receive a ring from Karen 

Paddon at Levels Raceway, inviting people intending to travel north to park up at Levels and make 

use of the facilities. As it happened the stars lined up and we didn’t need to, but a thoughtful offer 

nonetheless and much appreciated. 

The entry forms for Highlands have been emailed out and are starting to roll in…. close to 30 so far. 

It is my job to send out the Saturday and Sunday admission tickets. The days are emailed to me 

individually so if we have 40 entrants, I’ll receive 80 emails !! PLEASE check that I have sent you a 

Saturday allocation, and a Sunday allocation. I don’t think I’ve stuffed it up, but stranger things have 

happened. 

The Speedworks meeting will be the first championship meeting run at Highlands. Furthermore for 

the vast majority, it will be the first time racing there. It is the longest South Island circuit at 4.1 km, 

and unlike the other three, is clockwise. There is a fairly humpy bridge to fly over, and a couple of 

downhill braking runs that can be challenging. It also has more corners, and memorising the track 

can be a work in progress for some time! Nice track surface too as you would expect with a new 

circuit.   We are expecting a good field. The track limit is 40, and I’m hoping we will be close. Our 

races will be televised, and with a good field, the spectacle will be great…..exactly the publicity we 

need.  

There is some knitting to mention. We will be pitting on the asphalt street/road in front of the 

apartments. Obviously we can’t drive pegs into the asphalt to secure the marquees. Geoff tells me 

that we have 120 metres. I suspect we will tie one marquee to the next to form a long row. I know 

some of you have a setup where you have an awning out from the trailer. It would be handy to know 

how many, ‘cos this setup effectively takes up twice as much room, and whilst we will have some 

latitude (5 people will be using Geoff’s marquees which aren’t in our row), extra room isn’t plentiful, 

so let me know please. 

There is no room for service vehicles and apart from the above, trailers. They will go in an area close 

by.  I am going to pop down and get the layout clear in my mind. I intend to put out a final notice 

before the meeting, and will elaborate more then. 



We do intend to have our Saturday night meal, so keep it free (the night). Not sure where yet. 

Cromwell has three other events on during the weekend, and so far efforts to find an affordable 

venue have drawn a blank, but we haven’t given up. 

It is high time I gave the Garry Orton / Crosslink Kiwi Motorsport prize 

some publicity. In our terms it is not cheap at approx. NZ $200k, but in  

international motor racing terms it is very good value. It is a six meeting 

eighteen race series for F4 cars, with a US $5000 round winner’s purse and 

a US $100,000 purse for the series winner. Furthermore Garry is keen to 

have more Kiwi mechanics, etc, so there is also an opportunity there. If you 

have motor racing ambitions, this is well worth a look. It could well be the 

start of a career path in the States. 

 

A few of us had the opportunity to have morning tea with Liam Lawson last Saturday. Really great to 

re-acquaint ourselves with Liam and his parents. Happily he is just the same Liam that we knew 

three years ago, and indeed the gathering was his idea. Probably won’t be much chance going 

forward if his visits home become less frequent and more precious. His mother Christie recalled how 

much they enjoyed our environment ; something we must never lose. We gave Liam a small 

momento of the occasion and his time with us. It was $2 coin with a hole 

drilled in it and a very male necklace attached. The whole thing was 

fabricated by that well known master jeweller Russ Noble, (left), and the 

sentiment behind the concept was, that when Liam becomes rich and famous, 

this would be a reminder of how much money his mum and dad had left 

when he won the national F1600 championship. Judging by the mirth, the point wasn’t lost on 

anyone. 

Remember, if you are thinking about racing at Highlands, we would love to see you. There will be an 

update prior to the meeting, and the Teretonga entries will be out when we receive them. 

For Now, 

Stay Lucky, 

Derek. 

Ps Hope you enjoy the photos. Thanks to Euan Cameron and Terry Marshall. 

                            

Zac Christensen (VD’92) leading   Kim Crocker  (Ray) 

                                                                                                                                                                                         

 



 

 

Tony Graham (Stealth) leading 

Zac Christensen (VD92) and 

Anna Collins (Stealth) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Toshach (Swift FB 

89) 

Anna Collins  (Stealth) 

Steve Edwards (Mygale) 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve all done it !!  Ryan Low in the 

scholarship VD88 accumulating experience. 

 

 

 

 



 

But we may not have all done this! Won’t 

mention any names, suffice to say that he is 

AT… it again!! I will say this though ; that 

stuff off Oreti Beach can sure stop a car. 

 

 

 

   Dyson Freeman (VD92) leading James Penrose           James Dicey (Spectrum)  Dave McKenzie(Begg) 

                                                                                                                                               

Cameron 
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(VD92) Zac 

Christensen 

(VD92) 

James 

Penrose 

(Stealth) 

Dyson 
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Graham Dickie  (Lola 644)                                

Dyson Freeman    (VD92)                               

Tony Fitzpatrick    (Stealth) 

 



                                                                 CLASSIFIEDS 

                                                                                                                                                               

  GR 17 RAY as raced this season by Josh Bethune   

Many wins, very well set up car, available  with a 

refreshed National Championship engine.  All the Ray 

spares included.    $110,000        Contact Richard 

Bethune  021 595 007 

 

 

VAN DIEMEN STEALTH   As raced by Ben Stiles       

Fresh engine at the start of the season. Very well 

maintained competitive car.  With spares$32000 ono 

Contact Ben on bamstiles@gmail.com     or   

 Derek   0275 001 735 

 

VAN DIEMEN RF91 

EX Debbie Lester, Greg Tullet, Collins family 

multiple championship winning car, 

 Car is Immaculate ! The best in NZ. 

 New Body Work 

New Stainless floor 

New radiators                                                Full set of spares : body work, uprights,  suspension arms          

New fuel tank                                                                             6 wheels, brakes, radiators, gear ratios 

New front uprights                                       Only one meeting since rebuild 

New fire system                                          Car located in Christchurch 

New digital dash                                         $40,000       

                                                                     Contact John  +61 452 526 562  or Nigel  021 490 907 

mailto:bamstiles@gmail.com


                                                                                               

Van Diemen RF05 for sale, Ex Hugh Gardiner. Good 

looking car 

Been sitting in a shed for many years. Has done 

1.29s at Ruapuna. 

This is a very fast car and comes with setup papers 
and is black in colour.  
Beautifully made  and one of the safest cars in 
NZ  and are winning in the UK. 
Hasn’t done much work and the 2 years we raced in the National series we never had to 
replace any damaged suspension. 
So car is a straight and in great condition. No DAMAGE TO CHASSIS. 
Below are some packages and can be negotiable with spares package.   
Package 1.  Rolling chassis with Van Diemen alloy sump. 
Aim computer dash. Ohlin 3 way shocks front and back. HiTech American 
stainless 4 into 1 exhaust system, Beautifully made. some springs and gears. Spare radiator 
and side panels. Clutch and brake 
couplings to make an engine swap faster.  Safety Frontal impact nose and side pods. Setup 
book included. 
Drivers cockpit safety panels. Just add a motor and belts.   $29000 
 
Package 2.  Car complete minus head. Motor is a fresh Cook motor. Hasnt been started. 
Aim computer dash. Ohlin 3 way shocks front and back. HiTech American 
stainless 4 into 1 exhaust system, Beautifully made. some springs and gears. Spare radiator 
and side panels. Clutch and brake 
couplings to make an engine swap faster.  Safety Frontal impact nose and side pods. Setup 
book included. 
Drivers cockpit safety panels. Some set up gear and extra sway bars $35000 
 
Package 3.  Car complete minus head.Motor is a fresh Cook motor. Hasnt been started. 
Lots of suspension for short and long wheelbase (a lot new from England )   
back body and nose mould. Aim computer dash. Ohlin 3 way shocks front and back. HiTech 
American stainless 4 into 1 exhaust system, Beautifully made. some springs and gears. Spare 
radiator and side panels. Clutch and brake couplings to make an engine swap faster.     
Safety frontal impact nose and side pods. Setup book included  
Drivers cockpit safety panels.   
 Some set up gear and extra sway bars   $40000 
Head on motor at the moment from Graham Cook after refresh but I would like to keep 
it. Please call for viewing and more information contact Wayne on 0274 324 771 
 
 

 



             Special Deal for Formula 1600 Members 

  

 

Ivey CP Forged Pistons - $1121 + GST 
Includes Pistons, Pins, Rings and Clip 

                                 (this is an exchange rate driven increase) 

Machine and CC Bowl the Pistons $105 + GST 
(Will be provided with a MSSL Sticker to put on your car) 

   NEW STOCK Just ARRIVED! 

Crankshaft SCAT     Weber         

$1210 + GST                                            Carburettor                                                                                                 

                         $470 + GST                                                      

    
  Email: motorsportsolutions@xtra.co.nz Phone: 03 349 3600    

             

 

                                                                 WANTED 
 

Secondhand Motorsport manifold 

Hewland LD200 gearbox or parts thereof       

Contact Steve Donaldson   021 026 626 86 

mailto:motorsportsolutions@xtra.co.nz


 

                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                   

MLB19                      Throttle linkage                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Brake Pads                     $199+GST                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

$95 + GST                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

                   Email:                                                                                                                                  

motorsportsolutions@xtra.co.nz Phone: 03 349 3600 

 

  A piece of advice from Malcolm Yardley. On these distributors the cover 

over the module can short out. Insulation should be fitted in the side cover. 

The terminals should also be insulated and possibly bent over. For any 

further advice phone Malcolm  0274 315 170 

 

100mm x 100mm 12 volt 36 LED Rain Light. Exactly the 

same as fitted to Andy Downs’ car. Very good lights that easily exceed MSNZ 

requirements, and look at the  price…….$45.00 incl 

Phone Hornby Auto Electrical : 03 344  0170 or Malcolm :   0274 315 170  

 

 

mailto:motorsportsolutions@xtra.co.nz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2x LH engine covers 

1x RH bodywork  

3x noses  (2 new) 

3x bonnets 

2x engine covers 

Parts available ex Auckland and Ex Christchurch.  Contact Shane on  0274 739 406 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


