
  

  COMMITTEE :  R. Noble, R. McKenzie,  M.Elder, R.Toshach,  M. Smit, S. Spencer- Bower, M. Collins, 

M. Butchart, A. Robertson,  S.Paterson,  D. Wilson, I. McKeown (tech subcommittee) C. Tanner (NI) 

     Hi Everyone, and time to reflect on the Ruapuna Wigram revival meeting, which without going 

back in the mists of time, I would venture to say would be the Club’s most successful meeting ever. 

Thirty two entries is good going by anyone’s standards, and the the stars lined up for us in a number 

of ways.  Having the Wigram Cup at stake for the last race on Sunday gave our races prestige; no 

doubt about it, and it is a measure of the excellent relationship we have with the Canterbury Car 

Club and the Motor Racing Club that they see fit to make the trophy available to us. For us it should 

be a source of pride that the Cup is made available to “championships of significance”, and indeed 

the size of the field and the competitive racing did justice to the criteria. 

    Other factors came into play too. A fine day helps ; having all the pit garages available definitely 

adds a presence and cohesion, not to mention peace of mind when a good old Canterbury 

nor’wester roars in as it did on Sunday afternoon. Having the pop-up heading to South America isn’t 

the best way to finish the day! 

   The meeting attracted a number of “special 

guests” which is always a bonus. Andy 

McElrea (right) and Tim Miles came over 

again from Australia, and successfully 

persuaded their old racing buddy Nigel 

Barclay to give the John Evans owned VD’91 

an outing.  Kim Crocker, Tony Graham and 

Keith Miller came down from the North 

Island to learn which way the circuit went, as 

well as northern regulars, Grant Campbell, 

Tony Fitzpatrick and Josh Bethune. Class 

three benefitted from the entry of Gerald Duncan in the Cheetah (get the spelling right !) and Julie 

Greer in the VD. This support helps massively. 

We are continuing with the dummy grid in race grid order and no practise starts initiative, and the 

size of the field proved its value. The Sunday was just hot enough, but the starts were prompt and 

there were no overheating issues that I’m aware of. One area we may have to consider with large 

fields is varying the dummy grid layout. At Ruapuna we had to snake around another competitor’s 

large marquee, which created some congestion. Apparently elsewhere they use a herringbone 

configuration which may be worth a look. 



 

   One thing that the race officials were strict on at Ruapuna was track limits, and this was 

emphasised at the drivers’ briefing. We had five competitors pinged during the meeting for 

exceeding them, and this had quite an influence on race results over the weekend. Three of the 

penalties were incurred as a result of protests ; two through official observation. The latter were 

served during the race ; the former retrospectively. It would be fair to say that the committee would 

prefer that none of this happened ; there are no winners, only angst, but it is beholden on drivers to 

know and observe the rules, especially when they have been emphasised at the official briefing. 

     Having said all that, what about the racing ? Well, it was excellent. At the front Messers Penrose, 

Paterson, Bethune and Noble-Adams competed fiercely and skilfully, with James Penrose coming out 

on top with two wins including the Wigram Cup race. Bailey Paterson started from pole for the 

last two races and crossed the line first in race two, to be relegated to third at a result of a penalty 

for exceeding track limits. Jack Noble-Adams continues to grow in confidence and speed, finishing on 

the podium in two of the three races. Josh Bethune had an average meeting by his own standards. 

The current SIF1600 Champion and two time winner of the Wigram Cup was always in the mix but 

couldn’t cross the finish line in front on the lap that mattered. 

The contests continued down the field, with the Freemans, Zac Christensen, Anna Collins, Noel Atley, 

and Andy Downs amongst others having good old tussles. Big fields help to create that, especially on 

a longer circuit. 

One or two had their moments as is always the case. Anna Collins jumped one start by about one 

second………cramp, would you believe !  Plenty of bananas fixed that.  And Kim Crocker, of vast 

experience, wired his timing transponder into the rainlight circuit. Didn’t work of course ; we were in 

Canterbury, Kim. I have an opinion about where it would work, but my lips are sealed. 



The podium 

presentations 

go well.  Andy 

Robertson’s 

truck’s box 

body is perfect 

with its Wayne 

Colville vinyl 

job ; the PA 

system works 

well ; we have 

the winning 

car in the 

forefront, and 

the winners 

enjoy spraying all and sundry with bubbly. In fact I’ve never seen Tom Penrose push a car away so 

fast as he did when the bottles were fizzed up !! 

Looking forward to Teretonga on the 7th and 8th,  notice that there is an official test session on 

Saturday morning, so marked tyres must be used. This will not apply to the unofficial test day on 

Friday. For this meeting Neil Madden will be our T.O. 

A reminder also that  if you want 98 octane fuel, the last place to buy it is the BP station on the main 

road through Dunedin, or if you are taking the inland route, Cromwell.  Remember too that the 

weather at Teretonga can be, shall we say, variable. Check that rainlight, and please, no truck 

sidelights, they are no longer sufficient. Look at the one in the classifieds to get an idea of size. 

We intend to have our usual Saturday evening meal, but the venue we booked has double booked !!, 

so the search is on for an alternative. We will inform you of progress. 

The December round is the first of the two Teretonga meetings where the class three competitors 

compete for the Begg Trophy. We have been given this trophy by MSNZ to use as we see fit, and 

what better place to compete for it than the home circuit for Begg cars 

 

Looking further ahead to the January Highlands Speedworks meeting, James Dicey has reiterated 

that his workshop is available should anyone need it, and there is also storage available for trailers, 

should you want to take a few days off before the January Teretonga Speedworks event. 



Highlands will be a new experience for almost everyone, and gear ratios will be a stab in the dark. 

Circuit Manager Damon Leitch feels that the Ruapuna/Teretonga ratios won’t be far away, but 

qualified that by saying that in between Ruapuna and Levels may be close. Why not leave the 

Teretonga gears in from December, and take your Levels ratios if you want to experiment. 

This is early but we get asked about our “have a go” day from time to time, and already have a small 

list of interested people. We have run this for at least five years, and it is a great way to give people 

a chance to drive one of our cars.  If you know of anyone who might be keen, let me or one of the 

other committee members know. 

One of the initiatives the Club took on was to produce a poster featuring all the cars that we expect 

to compete in the series this season…forty eight in total. It has involved quite a lot of work and quite 

a few people, but the result is rather good ;  we received lots of favourable comments from people 

at Ruapuna, and we intend to have them at every meeting. The poster has eight rows ; six cars a row 

with the drivers names, and they are free! It has been a learning experience for me and one of the 

things I found out was that these things come off in one big roll and are cut individually afterwards. 

Now that makes me think, why not sell them off as rolls of wall paper, and with the festive season 

approaching, what better way to give your better half a surprise at Christmas, than to create a new 

feature wall in the lounge, or even the bedroom, so the last thing people would see are our racing 

cars, before they nod off. This has enormous potential, so email our Treasurer, Russ , asap with your 

orders and beat the rush. 

 

There we are, until next time 

Stay Lucky 

Derek 

Ps  Check out the Ruapuna photos. Thanks again to Euan Cameron and Jude Edwards. 

     

 

 Zac Christensen (VD 92) leading 

Dyson Freeman (VD 92) 



 

 

The post race line-up prior to the podium. Note the keeper trophies, thanks to the Canterbury C C 

Anna Collins(Stealth) Tim Miles(VD92)  Ryan Low(VD88)  Tony Graham (Stealth)  Steve Donaldson 

(VD90)  Andy McElrea (VD88) 



 

 

 

                 Greg Inwood (VD 90/91) leading Tony Fitzpatrick (Stealth) 

      

                                                                                                                                                                              

Two of the nicest F1600s 

in the country. Nigel 

Barclay in the John 

Evans owned VD91 and 

Steve Edwards (Mygale)                                 

    



                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Tim Miles (VD92),  Tony Graham (Stealth), Steve Donaldson (VD90)  Ryan Low  (VD 88)  

 

   Bailey Paterson (Stealth) Josh Bethune (Ray)  Jack Noble-Adams (Stealth) Cameron Freeman (VD92) 

             James Penrose (Stealth)                                                     Bailey Paterson (Stealth) 



 

Noel Atley 

(Crossle 55F)     

Dominic 

Robertson  

(Swift SC94) 

Andy Downs 

(Lola 642) 

 

 

  

       Class  winners :   L to R       James Penrose class 2   Josh Bethune class 1  Andy McElrea  Class 3  

 



 

 

 

  

                         

Keith Cowan presenting the Wigram Cup to James Penrose.   Josh Bethune (left), Jack Noble-Adams 

(right)                                           

 

 

 

Time to Go !! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                      
CLASSIFIEDS 
GR 17 RAY as raced this season by Josh Bethune   
Many wins, very well set up car, available  with a 

refreshed National Championship engine.  All the 

Ray spares included.    $110,000        Contact 

Richard Bethune  021 595 007 

 

 

VAN DIEMEN STEALTH   As raced by Ben Stiles       

Fresh engine at the start of the season. Very well 

maintained competitive car.  With spares$32000 ono 

Contact Ben on bamstiles@gmail.com     or   

 Derek   0275 001 735 

    

VAN DIEMEN 96B 

- Top HP 1600 Kent engine with Perkins bottom end and Larner Head. Motor 
prepared from the best equipment from 10 years of racing. 
- Koni 2-way adjustable shocks front and 
rear. 
- AstraTech data logging system and dash. 
Sensors for wheel speed, steering wheel 
angle, acceleration, yaw, engine temp, oil 
pressure, and exhaust oxygen sensor. 
 
- Ratios to suit Sandown, Calder Park, and 
Phillip Island. 
- Spare set of suspension wishbones, pushrods, and steering components. 
- Numerous anti-roll bars, and spring options (only Eibach and Hypercoil springs). 

- Pit trolley, jump battery, lap board, and other equipment required to race. 

- 3 sets of rims with Avon tyres (1 set NEW with tyre covers). 

Price $14,900 AU ono 
Contact: Laurie Oliver 
Mobile: 0418 565 477 
Email: laurie.oliver@bigpond.com. Car is at Rye, Victoria,  Australia           

mailto:bamstiles@gmail.com
mailto:laurie.oliver@bigpond.com


Email: laurie.oliver@bigpond.Key Motorsport Low Drag Body,JUNO       307 hp at the rear wheels.  Capable of TRS times.  Fully serviced and ready to go$75,000   contact Brodie McConkey  0278 768 704 
 

Van Diemen RF05 for sale, Ex Hugh Gardiner. Good 

looking car 

Been sitting in a shed for many years. Has done 

1.29s at Ruapuna. 

This is a very fast car and comes with setup papers 
and is black in colour.  
Beautifully made  and one of the safest cars in 
NZ  and are winning in the UK. 
Hasn’t done much work and the 2 years we raced in the National series we never had to 
replace any damaged suspension. 
So car is a straight and in great condition. No DAMAGE TO CHASSIS. 
Below are some packages and can be negotiable with spares package.   
Package 1.  Rolling chassis with Van Diemen alloy sump. 
Aim computer dash. Ohlin 3 way shocks front and back. HiTech American 
stainless 4 into 1 exhaust system, Beautifully made. some springs and gears. Spare radiator 
and side panels. Clutch and brake 
couplings to make an engine swap faster.  Safety Frontal impact nose and side pods. Setup 
book included. 
Drivers cockpit safety panels. Just add a motor and belts.   $29000 
 
Package 2.  Car complete minus head. Motor is a fresh Cook motor. Hasnt been started. 
Aim computer dash. Ohlin 3 way shocks front and back. HiTech American 
stainless 4 into 1 exhaust system, Beautifully made. some springs and gears. Spare radiator 
and side panels. Clutch and brake 
couplings to make an engine swap faster.  Safety Frontal impact nose and side pods. Setup 
book included. 
Drivers cockpit safety panels. Some set up gear and extra sway bars $35000 
 
Package 3.  Car complete minus head.Motor is a fresh Cook motor. Hasnt been started. 
Lots of suspension for short and long wheelbase (a lot new from England )   
back body and nose mould. Aim computer dash. Ohlin 3 way shocks front and back. HiTech 
American stainless 4 into 1 exhaust system, Beautifully made. some springs and gears. Spare 
radiator and side panels. Clutch and brake couplings to make an engine swap faster.     
Safety frontal impact nose and side pods. Setup book included  
Drivers cockpit safety panels.   
 Some set up gear and extra sway bars   $40000 
Head on motor at the moment from Graham Cook after refresh but I would like to keep 
it. Please call for viewing and more information contact Wayne on 0274 324 771 
 
                        



 

                       Special Deal for Formula 1600 Members 

  

 

Ivey CP Forged Pistons - $1121 + GST 
Includes Pistons, Pins, Rings and Clip 

                                 (this is an exchange rate driven increase) 

Machine and CC Bowl the Pistons $105 + GST 
(Will be provided with a MSSL Sticker to put on your car) 

   NEW STOCK Just ARRIVED! 

Crankshaft SCAT     Weber         

$1210 + GST                                            Carburettor                                                                                                 

                         $470 + GST                                                      

    
  Email: motorsportsolutions@xtra.co.nz Phone: 03 349 3600    

mailto:motorsportsolutions@xtra.co.nz


                                        

 

                                                                                                                                                                                         

MLB19                                      

Brake Pads                           Throttle linkage                                                                                                                                                                                                    

$95 + GST                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        $199+GST 

 

 

                   Email: motorsportsolutions@xtra.co.nz Phone: 03 349 3600 

 

  A piece of advice from Malcolm Yardley. On these distributors the cover 

over the module can short out. Insulation should be fitted in the side cover. 

The terminals should also be insulated and possibly bent over. For any 

further advice phone Malcolm  0274 315 170 

 

 

100mm x 100mm 12 volt 36 LED Rain Light. Exactly the same 

as fitted to Andy Downs’ car. Very good lights that easily exceed MSNZ requirements, 

and look at the  price…….$45.00 incl. Everyone should have one of these. Available 

from Hornby Auto Electrical : 03 344  0170 or Malcolm :   0274 315 170 

                

FORMULA RENAULT. 

Carbon Fibre tub  2 litre motor.  

Lots of spares  $35000 

Contact Peter Turvey on   0274 

442 4842 

mailto:motorsportsolutions@xtra.co.nz


 

TRS Car. Brand new Couk motor. Excellent 

condition  $65,000 

Contact Robert on    celica.motors@xtra.co.nz 

 

                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bodyworkfor sale that fits a Van Diemen RF90-92  3 x Bonnets,1 

not shown ex Ch Ch, 2 x left side engine covers, 1 not shown ex Ch Ch and 2 x engine tail 

covers, 1 not shown, 1 ex Ch Ch, 1 ex Auckland. 

3 x noses, 2 brand new, 1 x Right side bodywork ex Ch Ch. Make an offer, Contact Shane on 
0274 739 406 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNO   SPORTS CAR 

307 HP at the rear wheels 

Capable of TRS times 

Fully serviced and ready to go 

$75,000  contact Brodie McConkey 

0278 768 704 

 

 

 


